SRI LANKA/ INDIA TRIP REPORT [011711 draft]
Dates: Jan 1-14, 2011

Travellers: Stan Laskowski, Dakota Dobyns, Caroline D’Angelo, Mike McCollugh 

Purpose of Trip: [1] explore opportunities for partnerships between UPenn and/or PGWI with Academics, NGO organizations, governments, and others; [2] to learn about water pollution issues in these countries; [3] to inspect water/sanitation projects. 

SRI LANKA:

· 1--Kusum Athukorala [kusum@itmin.net ]was our host and arranged numerous positive experiences for us. Kusum holds many national and international leadership positions including__________. 
· 2--Jan 3-6: We visited with the Sri Lanka  Minister for Higher Education S.B.Dissanayake [sbd@mohe.gov.lk ; 94 777-288641 ] and Dr Sunil Jayantha Nawaratne , Secretary, Ministry of Higher Education [ sec@mohe.gov.lk ; 00-941-2696679]; academics from three universities [ see business cards in folder]; Priyanka Dissanayake, Project Management Specialist, USAID office in Colombo [pdissanayake@usaid.gov ; +94-11-2498019]; the Director of the National Water Board in Kandy [see below]; Dr Herath Manthrithilake, Head, Sri Lanka Development Initiative, International Water Management Institute located in Colombo and with offices around the world [Manthri can be contacted at h.manthri@cgiar.org ]. We also visited a PGWI-funded water/sanitation project at a school, several other schools/hospitals [to assess them as future PGWI projects], a sand mining site [sand mining is a big issue in Sri Lanka], and a monk who is involved in the sand mining issue.

· 3--Promising outcomes and action items: each of the following parties were  receptive to exploring potential partnerships relating to student exchanges/research: 

· 4--Minister of Higher Education expressed much interest in student exchanges and indicated the he may have some funds to support the effort [Kusum and Stan to follow-up with the Minister’s office]

· 5--USAID: initially not very enthusiastic but after some discussion indicated that they would explore possible funding [and have now sent an email to staff asking for them to check on this; Stan will follow up]

· 6--Academics from three universities: overall very receptive to working together [student exchanges/research] on issues of mutual interest. Based on our meeting they will send a list of possible areas to consider [Stan to review and see if there are matches with interests at UPenn]. Stan advised that any such activities would include the need to jointly find funding and that a Sri Lankan professor would be needed to oversee any student work [Stan, or another UPenn advisor, would also be involved to oversee the student research efforts]. 

· 7--National Water Board in Kandy: Director Eng. M.A.M.S.L Attanayake , Deputy General manager for the Central Region [ie, he is a national government person responsible for the Kandy Region ] { dgmrsccs@sitnet.lk ; censabpr@sit.lk ; 081-2387 149/ 2388086} expressed an interest in student exchanges, exchanges of professional staff, and asked for help in finding literature that would help them with water/sanitation issues. We agreed that we could help with the latter [ie, finding literature that address their issues] and that the personnel exchanges depend on a joint funding package being developed. Stan to contact the Director as ask if he will be submitting a proposal.

· 8--Kusum Athukorala is very involved in issues related to "water and women" [including the Water For Women Partnership and Net Water in Sri Lanka] and UPenn students are very interested in being involved in these international issues. Stan has drafted a MOA for consideration by Kusum. Dakota Dobyns and Caroline D'Angelo have volunteered help coordinate the effort. We will await Kusum's response to the draft MOA. Kusum is also available to advise UPenn students on possible gender presentations at a Aug 2011 Conference in South Africa and/or the WWF6 in March 2012.

INDIA

· 9--Dr Arun Deb, PGWI Board member, and leader of an extensive arsenic removal project in West Bengal, was our host. 

· 10-- Jan 10-11: we attended an excellent workshop at the Bengal Engineering and Science University [BESU] sponsored by BESU and UPenn. We also met with Vice Chancellor who visited UPenn in July 2010. He is very interested in continuing the partnership between the two universities, including student exchanges, possible research collaborations, and professor exchanges. Dr Anirban Gupta [guptaanirban@hotmail.com ] is still interested in coming to UPenn for a couple months and received the letter from the SEAS while we were in India. Although the letter arrived too late for the Spring 2011 term, Dr Gupta said that he would like to come at a later date [perhaps fall 2011 term?]. Stan will follow up with both SEAS and Fred Scatena.

· 11-- Jan 12: we met with Dean Dr Sougata Ray at the India Institute of Management Calcutta [IIMC] [ deanpi@iimcal.ac.in ; sougata@iimcal.ac.in ; +91 33 24678300/8301-4 ]. They are interested in a partnership with IGEL/Wharton and the possibility of a 2-day workshop in Kolkata. It would be oriented toward top executives.  They suggested that the topic be on sustainability [water or other subjects could be subtopics].The emphasis would be on information-sharing more than on teaching. Another possible topic is “India going global”. They are also would like to explore joint research possibilities. We discussed potential student exchanges as a possible focus after gauging the success of the workshop and research possibilities. Stan will brief Eric Orts and Joanne Spigonardo on this and get feedback. If they agree, Dr Ray and Stan [hopefully with guidance from Arun Deb] will jointly develop the workshop idea [including looking for funding for this---Coke? Starbucks { who announced their entry into the India market during our visit}?]. The idea of an IGEL Chapter at IIMC was also briefly discussed. We should also invite Dr Ray to the IGEL March 22 conference. Dr Jayanta Bandyopadhyay is an international expert on water and would like to attend the March 22 Workshop [hopefully as a speaker if the agenda allows; he has an appointment to teach at Tufts in fall, 2012], if funding is available. At IIMC we also met with a group of students and professors to exchange ideas. We learned that they are planning a major conference in March, 2012 on the economics of sustainability [ Runa Sarkar is the contact; runa@iimcal.ac.in ; +91 33 24678307 ]. It may be an opportunity to connect the above workshop with this effort. We also agreed to stay in touch on several other issues. 

· 12-- Jan 12: we met with the US Consulate’s Office [Clinton S. "Tad" Brown, Consul for Political and Economic Affairs {BROWNCS@STATE.GOV; +91 (33) 3984 2514} and Arup Mitra, Senior Commercial Specialist { arup.mitre@trade.gov ; 91-33-3984 6402/6300} who was very interested in our efforts with IIMC and supportive of the partnership. They gave us a number of good leads in India to contact for support. [see hand-written notes]

· 13-- Jan 13 we visited several arsenic remediation sites and water/sanitation school sites sponsored by Water For People. 

