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Annual Conference:
“Exploring the Public Health and Water/Sanitation 
Connections in Low-income Regions”
College of Physicians, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
April 3 – 4, 2009

CONFERENCE SUMMARY

Welcoming Remarks: 

· Stan Laskowski, President, Philadelphia Global Water Initiative, welcomed the Conference participants, thanked the Conference sponsors, and explained PGWI’s focus on projects, education, and partnerships. See our collaborators and www.pgwi.net for more details.
· Dr Fred Scatena, Chair, Department of Earth and Environmental Science, University of Pennsylvania, spoke about the essential nature of water as it sculpts the planet and nourishes life. He outlined some of the challenging issues with respect to water and public health, including the need to show clear linkages between community water projects and demonstrable world health improvements, and deciding how to allocate limiting funding between urban systems and rural household-level expenditures. He encouraged the Conference participants to use their varied experiences to find integrated solutions.
Keynote Address: Dr. Shiriki Kumanyiki, Associate Dean, Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Kumanyiki provided a broad-reaching keynote presentation that linked water/sanitation with public health issues in a number of ways including cancer, obesity/diabetes, oral health and food. She noted that if public health is done well, nobody notices.  Dr Kumanyiki underscored needs for increased collaboration between public health and water professionals by noting the decrease in the number of articles by engineers in public health journals. She highlighted the connection between water and the emerging global obesity epidemic. For example, in developing countries that have limited clean water available, beer and soft drinks become the safest alternative, contributing to obesity and malnutrition. Furthermore, migration to more affluent countries has been proved to be associated with increased obesity, which suggests that the cause of obesity has an environmental component. Dr. Kumanyiki touched on the many other health endpoints are connected with water including cancer from endocrine disrupters in water. She invited the Conference participants to attend the national meeting of the American Public Health Association to be held in Philadelphia on November 7-11, 2009 with water as its theme. For global statistics and more information on Dr. Kumanyiki’s presentation.

 

PANEL #1: Aligning Goals and Performance Measures between Water/Sanitation and Public Health
· Panel Chairperson: Dr John Borrazzo, Chief, Maternal and Child Health Division, Bureau for Global Health, US Agency for International Development, focused on diarrhea in his presentation. He emphasized the need for a three-pronged approach of targeting, focusing, and measuring in order to have successful programs. For more statistics and insights.
· Therese Dooley, Senior Advisor—Hygiene and Sanitation, WES Section, Programme Division, UNICEF addressed the linkages between the Millennium Development Goals [MDGs] for water/sanitation and the other MGDs [e.g., poverty, maternal health, HIV/AIDS, the cost-effectiveness of interventions against diarrheal disease, the water-nutrition connection, and the importance of behavior change.  Click to learn more.  

· Dr. Arun Deb, Water for People, Expert on Arsenic in India, provided an excellent case study based on his work in India. It shows how an integrated approach [i.e., engineering, public health, community ownership, financing, etc] is needed to ensure sustainable success.  Click for additional information.
PANEL #2: Water/Sanitation Professionals in Multi-Cultural and Institutional Settings
· Introduction: Dr. Christiaan Morssink, Board Member and Treasurer of Philadelphia Global Water Initiative provided an overview of the need for an integrated approach to water and public health issues drawing on his recent experience in Cameroon. He also addressed the shortcomings of many organizational structures foster institutional competition over collaboration. He raised several questions to be considered—for example, how do ensure that a professional “gets credit” for work done outside his/her narrow field of expertise? Do organizations value the broad perspective in ones work when promotion decisions are made?
· Dr Kellogg J Schwab, Director of Johns Hopkins Center for Water and Health, advocated multi-disciplinary approaches, including an emphasis on behavioral changes. He spoke about the issue of bottled water as an example of needing to understand all aspects of the water issue [i.e., public health, economic, environmental] and emerging concept of the water footprint. He urged the participants to think about how water is delivered and how to do it more effectively and efficiently---do we need to clean all the water the same way if only a small percentage of it is used in a potable way? Should we decentralize the water delivery systems? 
· Dr. Jennie Ward Robinson, CEO, Institute for Public Health and Water Research spoke about the need to find integrated solutions for poverty reduction by considering food, water, health, gender, and the community together. She also addressed the need to use local knowledge and find non-traditional partners by reaching out across institutions. 
· Alex Yen and Davesh Shah, UPENN Chapter of Engineers without Borders [EWB] presented a report on their projects in Cameroon and the methods used to ensure sustainability. In supplying water to the residents of two villages they emphasized the use of sustainability measures so that the communities would maintain the projects. They also promoted hygiene education through skits.  Pictures and more details are available on their work.
Endnote Speaker:  Muhammad Aslam Chaudhry, Chief, Global Policy Branch, Division for Sustainable Development, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations provided the final presentation.
He indicated that there have been some trends that have spanned across a global level. Three out of eight of the Millennium Development Goals relate directly to heath and three others relate indirectly. Regional imbalances and disparities between urban and rural areas, in addition to population growth are factors that will impact our ability to attain these goals of delivering adequate food supply, water and sanitation and infrastructure. The lack of capacity in the developing world needs to be addressed at all levels, and political commitment is crucial in this endeavor.
In looking towards the future and fulfilling the Millennium Development Goals we should be aware of several points. First, climate change will have a significant impact on floods and droughts. Second, by 2025 it has been predicted that many countries will face water scarcity, which will affect drinking water and competition for water especially in the agricultural sector. Lastly, the current economic crisis, even if short-lived, will have long-term impacts if there isn’t sufficient investment in maintaining water and sanitation infrastructures. We need to build partnerships and form bonds which will help us become better at ‘scaling up’ the best practices. 
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